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'F will alſo clothe her prieſts with ſalvation; and ber ſainth 5 
| 7 ſhall ſhout aload for joy: 2 


II is moſt likely, that David, the /erwant of the Lord, and hind 
1 of Iſrael, compoſed this Plalm on his bringing up the ar 
of God from Baale of Judah to the houſe of Obed-Edom, 
the Gittite, and thence to Mount-Zion in, Jeruſalem (a). From! 
the firſt to the fifth verſe of this Pſalm, you have an account of 
the Royal Pſalmiit's very great concern about this matter. He 
begins with ſaying, Lord, remember David and all his afflic- 
#:ons; that is, not only his troubles in general, but in particus 
lar, his anxiety and toil of mind about fixing the tabernacle at 
= Jeruſalem, and afterwards in preparing for the temple, or 1 
if houſe of God, For he had vowed, and even form to the Lord, 14 
Cc. that he would net come into his houſe, nor give ſitep to bis eyes, till 1 
| | be found out a place, cr habitation, for the mighty God of Jacobs, ꝛ x 
4 that is, he could not enjoy himfelt with pleature in his houſe of 3 
cedar, till he had found a place on Mount Zion where the ark . 
might reſt; and till after this he found a place on Mount Moriah, 
where Solomon his ſon was to build the temple. : In verſe 6th 
* it is ſaid, Lo, ave heard of it at Ephratah, by which ſome in- 
# terpreters think is meant Shiloh, where the ark of od had 
been antiently (6), and which David had heard of in his day: ave 
found it in the fields of the woods, that is at Kirjath Feurim, which 
fignifies the city of the woods, becaule it was 10 fituated as td 
4 be ſurrounded with woods; here the ark had continued twenty 
years (c) ; from this place it was moved to the houſe of Obed 
"IA Edom (%, and from that to Jeruſalem (e). As Zion was now bes 
. come the chief place of public worſhip, David was reſolved 
there to attend the means of grace, and therefe re ſays; verſe 7th, 
We will £0 into Hi: tabermnacles, that 18, into the courts of the 
tabernacle for prayer, and praiſe; or ave will avonſbip at tug 
foot/iovel ; for under the moiaic diſpenſation the ark of the cos 1 
venant was the footſtool of God (F), to which he admitted hum- | 
ble (uppliants; and I a; prehend the Lord, by the prophet . ff | 
ſpeaks of the gotj.el-church under much the ſame character: | 
when he ſays, I avill make the place of my feet glorious (2). In | 
vere 8th, the Pſalmiſt not only defires the ark might be fixe 
on Z1on as its reuing place, but that God would ariſe, dwell 
an it by the cloud of divine glory, and give tokens his 
F B ſtrenge (). 


4 2 Samuel 6, 2, 18. b Joſhaa I. T4 © 1 Samuel, 77 I, 2s d i Chron 
$3, ©, 13. e ibid, 16, 1. f x Chron, 28, 2 Iſeiah 60 32 
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ſtrength. * Verſe gth contains a prayer for the prieſts, or mts 
niſters who were to officiate between God and the people: Let 
thy- priefts be clothed with righteouſneſs ; that is, may they be 
men of holy hearts, righteous in their principles and actions, 
and be bleſſed with clear conceptions of him who is to come, 
and bring in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and let thy ſaints ſhout for 
Joy 3 or, as Solomon expreſſes it, Let them rejoice in goodneſs (i) 3 


N 


that is, when the ſaints ſee the righteous lives, and hear the 


good doctrine of the prieſts; when they ſee that God puts 
righteouſneſs on his miniſters, which clothes them, and that judgment 
is to them as a robe, and a diadem (t); then will they bleſs him who 
has given ſuch miniſters, and be joyous in the benefits received 
by their means or inſtrumentality. When Moſes firſt reared up 
the tabernacle, and began to worſhip God there ; it was doubt- 
leſs a time of great joy among the tribes of Iſrael, and thus it 
was when David brought the ark to Zion (7). By the verſes di- 
realy preceding the text, it appears, that God approved the 
conduct of David, and anſwered his prayers, ſaying, verſe 13th, 
That he had choſen Zion, and deſired it for his habitation ; for he 
preferred this to Shiloh, where the ark had ſometime been () ; 
moreover he reſuſed the tabernacle of Foſeph, and choſe not the tribe of 
Ephraim, but choſe the tribe of Fudah, the Mount Zion, which he 


loved. And becauſe he was to abide long in the tabernacle and 


temple, he ſays, verſe 14th, This 7s my reſt for ever, here wilt 
f duell; that is, with his church and people, to whom he did, 
and will afford his gracious preſence to the end of time, and 
then dwell with them for ever in glory. And that while they 
are in this world, they may not be deſtitute of ſpiritual food, 
or ſavoury meat, ſach as their ſouls love, he promiſes, verſe 15th, 
abundantly to bleſs Zion's proviſion, namely, his Son who is the 
manna which came from above, of which, if a man eat, he 
Hall not die, but live for ever ; allo the milk, and ſtrong meat: 
of his word, by which the righteous are ftrengthened, and 
grow in the knowledge of that God who has engaged to e f 
the poor in Zion not only with zatural, but ſpiritual bread ; 
or to feed them auth the fineſt of the wheat, of which there is 
enough in his houſe, and to ſpare. Then follow the words of 
the text, I will clathe her prieſis, Se. By this it appears the 
Lord will not only dwell with good men, and give them the 
proviſions of his houſe; but that he will raiſe up ſkilful mini- 
ſters, and bleſs their endeavours to encreaſe the church in 
knowledge, faith, and holineſs, and conſequently in comford 
and joy. Here it will be convenient, 
I To note a few things from the text in general. 

II. To ſhew who are the prieſts or miniſters of Zion, and 
when they may be {aid to be clothed with ſalvation. 


* Solomon prayed in the ſame wanner when the ark was brought into the, 
7121 at the dedication thereof. 1 2 Chron, 6, 41, k Job 29, 14g 
; 


III. Des 


I Chron. 15, 28. © Palm 78, 66, 67, 62, 


by 


iS; „ | 

FI. Deſcribe the Saints of Zion, and their ſhouting for jo 7 
R IV. Conclude with improvement. According to this pro 
I am | | 

I. To note a few things from the text in general; and here 
I may obſerve, 1ſt. The Perſon that ſpeaks in the text, and 
this I apprehend, is God; the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; the God in whom we believe, and whom we. profeſs 
to ſerve. DD | 

The text and ſeveral verſes of the context evidently appear 
to be the words of God ; words which he communicated to his 
ſervant while he was compoſing this pſalm; or elſe David here 
relates what the Lord had ſaid to him ſome little time before. 
Take the matter Which way you will, it appears, that the text 
contains the words of the Moſt High. — Therefore the perſon 
here ſpeaking is God; the true God, who was from, and will 
be to everlaſting ; the God that in the beginning created hea- 
ven and earth, angels and men; and endowed man w'ith-ſuch 
a meaſure of ſtrength as was abundantly ſufficient to enable him 
to yield all the homage and obedience required of him, It may 
hence appear, that when man, by hearkening to the inſinua- 
tions of Satan, and for the ſake of a momentary pleaſure vio- 
Jated the divine law; he herein was guilty of ſo heinous an of- 
fence againſt the Lord, that he might juſtly have left Adam and 
all his poſterity to lie in the ruins of the fall without any hope 
of recovery, as is the caſe of the rebellious angels who fell be- 
fore him. Now, though God be moſt holy in his nature, juſt 
in his government, and true to his threatenings ; yet being at 
the ſame time moſt merciful, he beheld man in his Sh; that 
is, in his polluted, weak, and periſping condition, and ſaid to him 
live; for he had found out a meſſenger, one among a thouſand, to be & 
ranſom to deliver him from going down 10 the pit (n). In conſequence 
of this he ſpoke to our firſt parents of the e of the woman 
which ſhould bruiſe the ſerpent*s head; and here he tells David he 
would clothe the miniſters of Zion with ſalvation; intimating 
that, by them as inſtruments, he would take many ſons and 
daughters of Adam as brands out of the fire; or that many who 
now lay vile and polluted among the pots ſhould one day come forth 
renewed and ſanctified creatures; ſo that they ſhould appear 
beautiful as the wings of a dove covered wwith fitver, and ber fea- 
thers with yellow gold (o). 

I may her note, that if God ſpeaks in the text, then he is to 
be conſidered as putting forth an action of which the Pagan 
Peities are not capable, which particularly appeared in the 
time of Elijah (p) ; for as they have eyes yet fee not, fo they have 
mouths and throats yet ſpeak not through them; but our God 
is in the heavens, and hath done whatſoever pleaſed him (). He 
at ſundry times, and in divers manners ſpake unto the tathers 
of old, and ſo he has to us upon whom the ends of the world 
are come (7); for he ſpeaketh once, yea twice, whether it be by 

: | way 


1 Job 33 23, 24. oe Pfalm 68 £ . Kings 18, 26, 29. Pſalm 
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way of comfort or reproof. If God ſpeaks, his words are moſt 
Important ; he ſays nothing in vain ; may we not therefore cry 
put, hear O Heavens, and give car O Farth, for the Lord 
timſelf hath ſpoken in Zion God is able to make good what 
he hath ſaid, and he will do it, for he cannot lye; but is 
mindful of his promiſe to a thouſand generations. 

2dly, I may note the perſon, or perſons ſpoken to in the 
text; and I apprehend theſe are either David the ſervant of the 
Lord in particular, or Zion the church of God in general. 

It is very probable that theſe words were firſt communicated 
to David, to whom they ſeem to have come in anſwer to the 
petition recorded in the gth verſe of this Pſalm. If it be fo, 
this proves the Lord to be a God hearing prayer, and that to him 
ſhould ail fiſh come (J) e 1: ſhould encourage us to 4%, that we may 
receive, and ſeek that awe may find (t). If theſe words did come 
firſt to David, he however is not the only perſon intereſted in 
them, nor were they given for his ſake alone, but for the {2k2 
of faithful and good people in general. The compoſer of this 
Pſalm in the 8th and gth verſes of it, prays for the welfare of 
Zion; and God anſwers him according to the defire of his 
heart, in words which are ſuited not only to comfort him, but 
the whole church in all ages cf time. It is not unuſual with 
God 1a his holy oracles to ſpeak good and comfortable words to 
Zion: thus, by the prophet, addrefling the church as one that 
was ajfiiacd, iff d with tempeſt, and not comforted, he ſays, be- 
hold, I awill lay :hy ſiones with fair colours, and thy foundations 
with ſapphires ; the mountains ſhall depart, and the hills be removed, 
but my kindneſs ſhall not depart from thee, neither ſpall the cove- 
nant of my peace be removed (i). And when the faith of Zion, be- 
cauſe of the Babyloniſh captivity, ſo far waxed weak, that ſhe 
ſaid, my God hath forgotten me; he declares, that if it was poſi- 
ble for a woman to " her ſucking child, yet would not he 
forget her; for her name was as though it were engraver on the 
palms of his hands, and her walls were continually befere him (x). 
It may here be obſerved, that in the text, and preceding 
verſe, God ſpeaks of his church under a female character, or, 
as grammarians expreſs it, in the feminine gender; and thus 
the p:almiſt, referring to the Church, ſays, God zs in the mid/? 
of her, he jhall help her, and that right early (y). Perhaps this mode 


of exprefliion may be uſed to fignify that the church of herſelf is 


weak, and cannot come up out of the deſart, except ſhe be ſup- 
ported by the ſtrength, and encouraged by the f.omiſe of her 
L-:rd: it may alfo intimate the relation in which ſhe ſtands to 
Chrift as his bride or ſpouſe ; for thus ſaith the prophet, ½½ 
Maker is thine huſtand, the Lord of hoſts is his name, and thy Re- 
deemer the holy one of Ijrael, the God of the whole earth foal he by 
called (z). This way oi ſpeaking may denote the acceptableneſs 


of 


Ff Palm 65, 2. : Mat. 7, 8. 2 Ifaiah 54, 10, 11. & ibid, 49, 15, 16, 
3 Plalm 46, 5. Iſalah 54, 5. | 
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of the church to the Lord, and the favour ſhe finds in the eyes 

of him who ſays, thou art all fair, my love, there is no ſpot in 
thee (a); and therefore calls her Hephæibab, importing that as 
earthly kings delight in jewels and crowns, ſo did he delight 
in her, who was to be a crown of glory in the hand of the Lord, and © 
a royal diadem in the hand of her God (6). Finally this form of ſpeech 
may ſuggeſt to us the fertility of the church in regard to con- 
verts, Which are to be numerous as drops of dew in the morn- 
ing ;Alſo may have reſpe& to the exerciſe of grace, and the 
production of good works which are by Jeſus to the praiſe and 
glory of God. | 3 . 

39ly, I may obſerve what the Lord promiſes in the text, namely, 
that he will clothe the prieſts or miniſters of Lion with ſalvation. 
This is a great matter; a thing much deſired hoth by good mi» 
niſters and good people, = 

When the tabernacle of the congregation was brought to 
Zion, doubtleſs David and his religious ſubjects were importu- 
nate with God that they might enjoy all the advantages which 
could be expected from this happy event. In anſwer to this, 
or to ſatisfy the deſire of David in particular, and of the good 
people of Iſrael in general, God aſſures them he would bleſs 
the miniſters whom he had appointed to attend his ſervice; and 
that under their miniſtration the people ſhould enjoy grear ad- 
vantages. This was good news, or glad tidings to Zion. 

I apprehend that originally every man might act as a prieſt 
for himſelf: thus Abel offered for himſelf a ſacrifice acceptable 
to God; ſo doubtleſs did Seth and Enos, in whoſe time men 
were religious (c); and after them Enoch and other good men who 
lived before the deluge, did themſelves preſent their offerings 
to God. In proceſs of time it was uſual for the father of a fa- 
mily, or the moſt honourable perſon in it, to diſcharge the of- 
fice of a prieſt for himſelf, and thoſe connected with him; thus 
Noah, when he came out of the ark, offered barnt offerings 
for himſelf and his family, After the confuſion of tongues, and 
the diſperſion of mankind over the earth, the patriarchs Abra- 
ham, Iſaac and Jacob, offered ſacrifices for themſelves, and 
their children, Job, who dwelt in the land of Uz, did thus 
continually (d), and God directed his three friends to offer up for 
theinſelves a burnt offering (e).—Thas ſtate of matters continued 
about two thouſand five hundred years, when, inſtead of all the 
 frſt born of Iſrael, the Lord accepted the tribe of Levi, and 

provided for their ſubſiſtence, ſo that they might be at leiſure 
to attend ſacred things, Accordingly they were ſcattered through 
the tribes of Iſrael, that they might communicate to the people 
Proper notions of God]; inſtru them in matters of faith and 
practice; teach them the difference between clean and unclean; 
and give them directions concerning leproſy, and other pollu- 
ons. Aaron, who was of this tribe, was choſen to be the firſt 


high 


1 Cant, 4,7, 6 Iſaiah 62, 3, 4+ e Gen, 4, 26. d Job 3, 3. o ibid, 2, 8. 
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Hich prieft, and after him his ſons were to attend the ſervice of 


the tabernacle and temple ; ſo that from this time the prieſt- 
hood in Iſrael and Judah was confined to a ſelect body of men, 
to the tribe of Levi in general, and. the houſe of Aaron 
In particular..-I mention this becauſe I ſuppoſe the Pſalmiſt in 
his prayer in the gth verſe of this Pſalm has reſpect to the ſons 
of Aaron ; and to them very likely God has regard, when be 
romiſes to clothe Zion's priefts auith ſalvation ; but may we not 
lieve that in this promiſe the Lord intended to include not 
only the miniſters of that diſpenſation, but thoſe who ſhoula 
Iabour in ſacred things after the coming of his Son? For except 
this be granted, miniſters of the goſpel muſt be cut off from all 
the comfort and encouragement the text is ſuited to afford 
them.—T readily admit that miniſters of Chrift are not in the 
New Teſtament diſtinguiſhed from other men by the character 
of prieſts ; for the titles by which they ſtand diſtinguiſhed are 
paſtors and elders, or which is the ſame thing, B:hopþs and Over- 
Feers ; but as all real chriſtians having received an unction from 
the Holy One, are ſaid to be made kings and prizfts to God by 
Cbriſ ]; therefore this title belongs to miniſters now as much as 
£0 the people, if not more ſo ; becauſe they preſent the prayers 
and praiſes of men ta God, and from him bring anſwers of peace 
in return. I would hence-infer, that God in the text has regard 
not only to the ſons of Aaron, but to his faithful ſervants, or 
miniſters under every diſpenſation of the church, and in all 
ages of time; eſpecially as he elſewhere ſays, Lo, I am with 


you alway, even to the end of the world [g]. 


If this be admitted, I may then obſerve, that God's pro- 
miſing to clothe his miniſters with ſalvation, implies the fall 
of man; for where no diſeaſe is, there is no need of a phyſi- 
Cian ; and if man be not fallen, he needs not to be recovered 
or ſaved. —The text alſo ſhews the incapacity of man to raiſe 
himſelf from his fallen ſtate ; or that, as the apoſtle ſays, he 7s 
without ſtrength [h].—lt declares the determination of God con- 
cerning man's ſalvation, that he had provided for it in the co- 
venant of grace, and intended to accomplith it by the miſſion of 


» His Son, and gift of his Spirit; and that in revealing this to the 
| Jew and the Gentile he intended to make uſe of men who, as 


ambaſſadors from heaven, might treat with their fellow beings 
and ſeek their reconciliation to the Lord ; and that theſe en- 
deavours ſhould not always be in vain, but in numberleſs in- 
Mances prove ſo ſucceſsful as to turn men from darkneſs to light, 
and from ſin and Satan to the living God. And now what 
better or greater thing tnan this can either the miniſters or 
people of Chriſt expect or defire ? What would Zion have God 
1ay more than that he g clothe her miniſters avith ſalvation, 
aud make her ſaints ſhout aloud for joy? therefore, 

4thly, I note the effect of God's goodneſs, or the conſe- 


quencs 
F Rev, 1, 6. g Mat. 23, 20, 5 Rom. 5, 5% 


| tw ) 
quence of his miniſters being thus clothed, and that is, goo 
people will greatly rejoice hereat. g 1 
This was the ſubject of prayer, as you m 


that is, her holy ones, who have been born of the ſpirit of God, 
have a principle of holineſs in them, and delight in holy ex- 


erciſes; when theſe ſee the word and ordinances of the Lord | 
clo:hed with power; when they ſee miniſters richly endowed. 


with gifts and grace, and made inftrumental to the ſalvation of 
many; they cannot but be comforted, and ſo far affected with 
joy that they will more or leſs break forth into expreſſions 
thereof both in private and public. As carnal and unholy men 
are not grieved for the affliction of Joſeph Li J, ſo neither do they joy 
much in the happy ſtate of Zion; if the ſervices of the chriſ- 
tian church are carried on with decency in the eyes. of the 
world, they are ſatisfied ; but good men look farther, they long 
to ſee the goſpel, or the preaching of Chrift crucified, prove the 
ewiſdom of God, and the power of God to ſalvation ; when, there- 
fore, they obſerve, that thoſe who labour in the word and doc- 
trine diſcover great reverence of God, with love to Chriſt, and 
affectionate concern for the ſouls of men, and that theſe appear- 
ances are ſoon followed by the defired effects, they cannot but 


magnify the Lord, and rejoice in God their Sawiour (33 TON 


Moies, the ſervant of the Lord, and miniſter of Zion, never 
appeared more eminently clothed with falvation than when he 


led the choſen tribes through the red ſea, and they ſaw the Egyp- 


tians dead on the ſhore: this was enough to make the faintg 
ſhout for joy, and accordingly they did ſhout aloud ; for then 
ſang Moſes and the children of Iſrael this ſong, ſaying, the Lord 
7s my firength and ſong, and he is become my ſakvation [I], &c. When 
the tribes of Judah and Benjamin were captives at Babylon, 
their enemies made ther to howl Im], by reaſon of ſore bondage z 
but when God diſpoſed the heart of Cyrus to let them go free, 
when their princes and prieſts led them forth enquiring the avap 
to Zion with their faces thitherward u], then was their mouth 
Jjilled wvith laughter, and their tongue with finging [o]; for the pro- 

phe: had predicted that they ſhould go out 4vith joy, and be led 
Forth with peace; that when the Lord comforted his people, and 
redeemed Teruſalem, the mountains and the hills ſhould break forth 
before them into finging, and all the trees of the fields clap their 
hands[p]. Now, after all theſe moſt beautiful and ziking ex- 
preſſions, it muſt be recollected, that the delivery of Lirael from 
Egypt, and the releaſe of Judah and Benjamin from Babylon, 
were but zemporal ſalvations; yet, becauſe they were great in 
themſelves, and typical of our redemption by [eſus, therefore 
the prophets ipeak of them as abundant cauſes of joy. If then 
God in our day ſends miniſters clothed with tydings of that ſal- 


vation 


1 Amos 6, 6. & Luke 1, 46, 47. 1 Exod. 15, . 


40, 5. & Palm 126, 2, p Ifajah 52, 9, & 54, 12 2 


ay ſee in the ninth 
verſe of the Pſalm, and this is promiſed in the text. Her ſaints, 
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vation which is Spiritual and eternal, and theſe tydings, being | 
accompanied with power, prove effeCtual, that men hear 


and know the joyful ſound, will not good people, or ſaints in 


Zion, rejoice hereat ? And may I not cloſe this particular with 
the words of the prophet Zephaniah ? viz. „ng O daughter of 
Zion, ſhout O Iſrael, be glad and rejoice : This exhortation of 
the prophet is founded on his bringing the church tydings of 
ſpiritual ſalvation; ſor he adds, the Lord thy God in the midſi 
of thee is mighty, he will ſave, he will rejoice over thee with joy, 
he will reſt in his love [J. BE 8 
II. I am to ſhew who are the prieſts or miniſters of Zion, 
and when they may be ſaid to be clothed with ſalvation, 
iſt. I ſuppoſe they are of this character who are qualified by 
the Lord for the work of the miniſtry, and then given to Zion 
or the church for, her benefit. „ | 
Skilful and faithful miniſters, who labour in the ſervice of 
the chriſtian church, are not called hers, as though ſhe raiſed 
them up and qualified them; but becauſe when they are raiſed 
up and fitted for their work by the Lord, he gives them to Zion 
to be her miniſters or ſervants in ſpiritual things. For while 
they as elders or rulers in the kingdom of grace, and ſtandard- 
bearers under Chriſt, the captain of ſalvation. diligently at- 
tend the buſineſs of the church, they are to ſeek both the glory 
of God and the ſalvation of men ; for which purpoſes the Lord 
raiſes them up, and ſends them forth. 5 
I apprehend that they who are worthy to be called Zion's 
miniſters, are perſons qualified for the character they bear, and 
the office wherein they engage. According to the apoſtle Paul, 
a biſhop, that is, every overſeer or paſtor in the chriſtian church 
ought to be apt to teach [r]; that is, be fit for, and willing to 
labour in inſtructing the ſouls of men. That a miniſter may 
have this fitneſs, it is neceſſary he ſhould be bleſſed with gifts 
of a natural kind, or have ſtrengtn and clearneſs of underſtand- 
ing, that, with truth and perſpicuity, he may view ſuch ſub- 
jects as fall under his conſideration. He ſhould be able to trea- 
ſure up in his memory what is moſt important, relative to the- 
truths both of natural and revealed religion. He ought to par- 
take of the gift of ſpeech ſo far as may enable him to communi- 
cate his thou, hts or ideas to others in a manner ſuited to their 
edification. And if a miniſter of the goſpel enjoy acquired en- 
dowments, that is, an acquaintance with various branches of 
knowledge, ſo far as the ſame may be gained by human induſtry 
or application, it is well, provided this kind of knowledge be 
uſed with humility to the glory of God, and the benefit of men : 
but be this as it may, it is certain, a good miniſter muſt be bleſſed 
with piritual endowments, or be a partaker of grace, and have 
ſpiritual light and knowledge with regard to the attributes of 
God, and the nature both of the law and the goſpel ; woes 


* 


2 Teph. 3, 14, 17. r 1 Tim, 3, 2. 
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biker words, he muſt be wie in the myſteries of the kingdom of . 


- beaven, that he may be fit to explain them to others. If fuch 
qualifications are neceſſary to the character of a miniſter of 
Zion; it will then be eaſy to perceive that theſe come not from 


the church, but from God, who is the father of lights, and the 


author of every good and perfect gift, whether it be of a naru- 
ral, acquired, or ſpiritual kind. hen good men ſee how much 
work yet remains to be done not only among Jecus and Pa- 
gans, but even in the chrifian world, they may be convinced 
that the harwe/t truly is plenteous, and the labourers are few ; that 
therefore they ought to pray the Lord of the harveſt to ſend forth 
labourers into his harveſt (p; becauſe he alone can bleſs men 
with ſuitable furniture, and make them able minifters of the New 
Teſtament, not 4 the letter, but of the ſpirit {q). 

Now, though Zion may not claim a right in good miniſters, 
nor call them hers, as though ſhe had endowed them with gz/7s 
and grace for their office; yet they become hers by the appoint- 
ment of God, who, when he qualifies men for” the miniſtry, 
gives them to the church for her ſervice : Thus ſaith the Lord, 
4 will give you paſtors according to mine heart, which ſhall feed you 
with knowledge and underſtanding (r). The prophets under the 
law, and the apoſtles at the beginning of the chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation, were perſons of extraordinary endowments, raif<d up for 
the ſake of the church; and though miniſters of the goſpel do- 
not now claim an equality with them, yet fo far as they are 
miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of God (, they 
are the gifts of God to the church for her advantage: Thus it is 
ſaid, he gave ſome apoſtles and ſome prophets, ſome evangeliſts, ſome 
paſtors and teachers, for the perfecting of the Jaints, for the work of 
the miniſtry, for the edifying of the 1 of Chrift (t). | 

2dly. They are Zion's miniſters, who, being qualified from 
above, are therefore approved by the Church, and by her 
called to the work of the miniſtry. 

Though the church may be in a great want of paſtors. yet, 

as | have before noted, ſhe cannot fit men for the miniſtry ; but 
when God has fitted or qualified them, then the church may, 
and ought to call them to miniſter in ſpiritual things, for the 
benefit of Zion in particular, and of mankind in general ; and 
they who are ſo called, may be conſidered as the Church's mi- 
niſters, becauſe ſhe has manifeſted her approbation of, and vo- 
lantarily taken them into her ſervice. When Chriſt was upon 
the earth, he himſelf called and ſent forth his apoſtles, and 
then the ſeventy, that they might preach the kingdom of Cd (u) : 
After his aſcent to heaven, we read that they, namely, the apoſ- 
ties ordained Elders in every church (v) ; but even this was with 
the conſent, and concurrence, or ſuffrage of the people, * = 
? ave 

Mat. , 37, 38. 2 Cor, 3, 6. r Jer. 3, 15. [{ x Cor. 4, r. : Ephe 

| PE, Ea — py Ko & 10 * v LEA i — / * . — 
apoſtolic preachers in the firſt plantation of churches ordained Biſhops and 


Deacons with the conſent of the whole church. King's Enquiry into the Con 
Aitution of the Primitive Church, Part 1, page 49. | | 
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bare ſtill a right to chuſe their own, miniſters. —Both the natü- 

ral and ſpiritual endowments of a miniſter are from God, but 
then Zion or the church is to judge whether a perfon has theſe 
talents or not; it is not fit for a man to be a judge in his own 
caſe, becauſe he may think too highly, or too meanly of him- 
ſeif, an of conſequence may either be too bold or too timo- 
Tous ; therefore the judgment of the church, or of wiſe and 
good men, ought here to be regarded. They who deſire to act 
in the miniſterial character, ſhould ay, till having given ſuf- 
ficient evidence of their qualifications, they receive the appro- 
bacon of the church they belong to, and the ſanction of her 
call; leſt, by not entering into the ſheep-fold or church by the 
1 kg thev, 1. Ke thieves or robbers, climb up feme other way (aw ” 

Taey are mot likely to be Zion's miniiiers, who have neither 
been impoted on her by ſuch as have 2/1 ped an authcrity over 
the chri ian chu.ch ; nor have rene themſelves into ſacred of- 
fices, and run before they were ſent; but have taken the over- 
fight or care of the church, adminittering to her the word and 
ordinances of God by her choice, and at t her own deſire or re- 

ueſt. 

3dly, They are Zion's miniſters, who. in their entrance 
upon, and continuance in their office, are animated by right 
or ſp:ritu.l views. 

Every man in his actions . to aim not only at his own 
good, but ar the good of his fellow beings, and the glory of 
God; and ſuch views ouzht eſpecially to be connected with 
the actions, and purſuits of them who attend the ſervice of the 
ſanctuary, or but.ue:s of God's houſe. No man ſhould enter on 
a trade, or ſecular profeſſion, merely with a deſign to enrich 
himſelf and his family, but alſo with a deſire of doivg good to 
ſuch parts af the community as he may be connected with; and 
it would be very ſcandalous if any perion, endowed with ex- 
tenſive knowledge, ſhould defire to be a miniſter in the chriſ- 
tian church merely from /ri/fer or lucrative views. 

believe it is no ſeciet that too many both in former and 
latter times have entered into the ſervice of the church from 
baſe motives; ſome, for inſtance, that they might appear and 
be e eemed as men of learn and eloguence; for they are pleaſed 
with being thought ſuper:ur to others ; ; love 70 be called of mew 
Ra bi, Rabli, and to have the chief feats both of feajls and in 
the nag. gu (a) Some again aſtume the minitterial charac- 
ter, becaulc they think it ſuits their views of advancement, and 
deſife of niches tor themielves and their families; for zhey look 
to their own way, every one fer his gain from bis quarter (6) : 
At tne ame time ochers enter into the miniſtry becaule they 
think it il ſupp:rt them, while they lead an eaſy and indo- 
lent life; and ſo fir are they from taking due pains in ex- 
plaining the prinei- les of religion, in proving their truth and 

3 excellence, 
» w John 10, 1. 4 Mat. 23,6, 7. © Iſa. 56, 17, 
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excellence, and endeavouring to impreſs them on the minds of 
men, that they ſtudy to perform their office after ſuch fort as 
may be moſt eaſy to themſelves, however uſ-le!s or unprofit- 
able 1t may be to the people. Men of this diſpoſition are beſt 
pleaſed with an eaſy pampered kind of life; ching to ſpend 
their days without much labour eſther of che body or the mind; 
and yet at the ſame time delight in aviny. dominion over 
others. They love, as the prophet ſays, to 61 chemtelves with 
wine and ſtrong driak 5 and then to lye down and l 1mber (ce). 
But if any one, enquire, Are theſe Zicn's prieſts or minifiers : 
it muſt be anſwered, No: they are their own miniſters, becauſe 
they chiefly ſeek to minitter to themſelves, and to gratify their 
inordinate defires after riches, power, and carnal pleaſures. 

But if a perſon endowed wich an enlightened underſtanding 
and ſanctified he: 'rt, enters into the miniſtry with a dere of 
improving in knowledge and holineſs; with a defire of devot- 
ing himfelf to the ſervice of God and man, in tt e exerciſe of a 
mfp important and uſeful office ; if in the'diſcharge of this office 
he conttantly ſeeks to plen/? Gods to act acc ding to the dic- 
tates of a geo e and 75 profit men; 1 al: ſuppoſe that 
he is a miniſter of Zion. If he neglects not the gift which is in 
him; bu: attends to reading, prayer, and meditation, with 
whatever means may contribute to his imorovement ; ; and when, 
he has received or gained Knowledge, in communicating the 
ſame, aims not at advancing his own honour or ſabſtance amon 
men, ſo much as he does at promoting the honour of God, the 
glory of the Redeemer, and the falvation of ſouls; I cannot 
but believe that he is a miniter of Zion, whom God 


will clothe with ſalvation. They who, while they labour in 


tudying and preaching the goſpel, are animated by a regard for 
truth; by a tender concern for men, and a love ti Jeſus by a 
deſire of pleaſing God, and a reſpect to the re compence in the 
world to come; "thele miniſters are doub le's moſt l. kely to pro- 
mote the welfare of Zion, and to enjoy her eſteem; for they 
preach not themſelwes, but Chriſt Feſus ihe Lord, and rhenſerves 
the Church s je! vants for Fejus 5 jake . 
4thnly, They are mintieis of Zion who labour or give dili- 
gence to execute their omce in the belt or mot u.cful manner 
Gad enables them. | | 
If min+:iters in the chriſtian church are animated by ſuch 
views as I have mentioned: it will appear by their conftant and 
zealous attendauc: o tie butlinets, or ſervice of Zion, which 
they will wait on, not with reluctance, or by conftrein:, but with 
a willing mind. They will always endeavour to be preſent at 
the time and place of public worſhip, that there they may 
communicate to their hearers, knowledge o the natural aud mo- 
ral attributes of God ; ; of the ſacred T hrce xwho bear record abowey 


of the precebts of the law, and doctrines of the &2, fel; of” the 2 
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—angs. of grace here, ard of glory hereafter. —As Elders or Paſtorg 


are particularly charged to feed the church of God, (a) therefore 
they will often put the righteous and faithful in mind of him 
whoſe feb is meat indeed; and whoſe blood is drink in- 


deed (; thoſe who hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 


neſs will they guide to him who 7s the bread of life (c), and a 
avell of living waters, and ſireams from Lebanon(d). By con- 


ſtantly diſpenſing the word and ordinances of God, they will 


endeavour to ie before the righteous that feaſt of fat things 
with which the Lord would have them ade joyful in his houſe of 
prayer (e).—While good miniſters thus feed the healthy and 
ſtrong of the flock, they will be tender of the lambs, and ſeek 
to adminiſter to them food ſuited to their condition. — will 
ſtrive to ftrengthen the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees, fay- 
ing to them that are of a fearful heart, be flrong, fear not, be- 
Bol your Gcd will come and ſave you(f).—They will defire that 
the haughty may be humbled (g); but, on the other hand, wall 
be equally ſolicitous that the lowly and dejected may be cheered, 
and the heart of zhe contrite ones be revived (h).—Peſiring to 
give a fortion to ſeven, and alſo to eight (i); and that none may 
go empty away, they will labour to inſtru& the ignorant and 
awaken the thoughtleſs ; to ſubdue the wicked and diſobedi- 
ent; and bring near them who are afar off, that thus they may 
be inſtrumental zo build up Feruſalem, and gather together the 
outcafts of Iſrael (k).—In a word, miniſters in Zion watch for 
the fouls of men as they that muſt give account [I]; and therefore 
have an eye to the behaviour of their people not only in civil, 
but alſo in religious things; not only in public, but alſo in 
private ; that they may diſcern what 1s ft to be ſaid to them 
either by way of admonition or comfort. They labour in ex- 
plaining and defending truth, and oppoſing errors, that if the 
tares of falſe doctrine are ſown by the ſubtilty of Satan, or of 
wicked men, they may not be ſuffered to grow up ; but that 
the church may be as a garden encloſed Im], and cleanſed from 
every noxious weed. They watch to extinguiſh every ſpark of 
uneaſineſs and jealouſy among brethren, that living together in 
harmony and love, peace may be within the walls of Feruſalem, 
end proſperity within her palaces [u]. 

5thly, They are miniſters of Zion, whoſe behaviour or con- 
duct both in public and private is agreeable to the doctrine they 
preach, and to the honourable characters they bear in the 
church of Chriſt. | 

I believe that the perſons God has qualified for his ſervice, 
whom therefore the church calls to the miniſtry, and who en- 
ter into it with right views, will not only execute the ſeveral 
parts of their duty toward the church with diligence and zeal, 
but will likewiſe be careful to ornament their profeſſion and of- 
fice by a godly life; ever remembering, that examples hawve more 


forces 


4 Acts 20, 28. 6 John 6, 55, c John 6, 48, d Cant. 4, 16. e Iſa. 
567. F lia. 35, 3, 4 Ia. x, 33. 0 lia. $7, 15. # Eccl. xi, 
& FPfalms 147, 2. 1 Heb, 13, 17. m Cant. 4, 12, » Pſalms 122, 7. 
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force. than precepts; and that be who teachtth anorber, ought to reach 
himſelf. [o]. The minifters who, in their preaching, inculcate 
on their hearers the obſervation of the moral law as a rule of lifes 
and ſhew that the doctrines of the goſpel, which are according 
to godlineſs [ 75 teach men to live /oberly, righteouſly and godly in 
#his world|q\, and yet do not conform to this themſelves, but 
their life is a real contradiction to their doctrine, are either men 
in whom the power of fin is fo far unſubdued that their corrupt 
affections prevail againſt their judgment; or elſe they are hypo- 
crites preaching to others about immortality, and a judgment 
to come, yet believe no ſuch thing themſelves. Theſe are wolves 
in ſheep's cloathing, and of all men moſt abominable. So far are theſe 
from being the miniſters of Zion, that is, her ſteady friends 
and ſervants, that they may juſtly be reckoned among her 
greateſt enemies; for they offend the ſtrong ; they cauſe the 
weak to tumble, and turn the enquirers out of the way. They 
are like the ſons of Eli, who made men even to abhor the offer- 
ings of the Lord Ir]; and a greater crime than this human nature 

can ſcarcely be guilty of. EL os 
According to the Apoſtle Paul, a biſhop or paſtor in the chriſtian 
church ought to be Blameleſe, or of good behaviour; wigilant in 
the diſcharge of his office, and in guarding againſt ſin; /ober 
or of good underſtanding and prudent conduct, thinking ſoberly 
of himſelf according as he ought ; xo? covetous, but given to 22 
pitality; not given to auine [/], but temperate in all things, as be 
avho ftrives for the maſtery [t] ; patient in ſpirit, and therefore not 
quarrelſome ; but ever purſuing the things which make for 
peace, are lovely, and of good report u]. As a miniſter of Chriſt 
thould behave himſelf after this fort among mankind in general, 
fo he will endeavour to rule cell his own houſe, having his chil. 
dren in ſubje&ion with all gravity[v]; and in his family will 
not only attend to good doctrine and prayer, but ſupport the 
ſame by a ſuitable example. He will deire to be the ſame in 
ſecret before God, and his own conſcience, as he appears to be 
in the preſence of men; and therefore wiſhes ever to feel in 
himſelf love to God, and the Redeemer, with ardent defires after 
ſpiritual things; and will be ſolicitous that he may be a man 
of faith and hope; of meekneſs and humility ; of a pure heart 
and holy life; that in his privat: and public deportment he 
may be an example to the flock over evhich the Holy Ghoſt has 
made him an overſeer [ao]. It is remarkable, that ot. the plate or 
crown of gold which graced the mitre worn by the Jeaviſb high 
prieſt were inſcribed in Hebrew lette,s two words, namely, mums 
wp; that is, HOLINESS TO THE LORD x]; fignifying, that 
as he was at the head of religious ſervices, therefore his heart 
in particular, and his whole perſon in general were to be ſacred, 
| that 


o Rom. 2, 21, ? x Tim. 6, 3. 7 Tit. 2, 12. r 1 Sam. 2, 7 
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chat is holy, and devoted to the work of the Lord; and thus 
miniſters of Zion ſincerely deſire to be purified from every baſe 
affection, that they may be w-/els of honour, ſanttified and mad? 
meet for their maſter's uſe | 3]. —Having conſidered the prieſts of 
Zion, I muſt in connection with this ſhew when they may be 
faid to be clothed with ſalvation ; and I apprehend they are thus 
clothed : - - 5 | ; LK | 
- 1ſt, When they themſelves partake of ſalvation, or ſhare in 
the bleſſings of it. | ne 

If they who miniſter in ſacred things are not partakers of the 


grace of life here, and heirs of eternal felicity hereafter ; it is 


then evident that they are not clothed with ſalvation for their 
own comfort and benefit, whatever they may be with regard to 
others: It is plain, whatever they know of ſalvation in point 


of theory, that yet they know- it not by experience; and it is 


not very likely that ſuch perſons ſhould be inſtruments of ſal- 
vation to others; for how can they treat of tbe beginning, pro- 
greſs and perfection of the good work on the ſouls of men whoſe 
own hearts are ſtrangers to it? Carnal miniſters may have many 
words about ſalvation in their mouths, yet know, or however 
feel, but little of the matter in their hearts; and therefore are 
not fitted to deſcribe the ſeveral caſes of perſons under convic- 
tion for fin; nor do they know how to reſolve their doubts, and 
guide them to comfort and peace by Chriſt the prince of peace. 
But if he who labours in the word and doctrine has, in the light 
of God's ſpirit, ſeen the exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin; if a con- 
viction of this has faſtened on him, ſo that he hath been led to 
own God might juſtly condemn him; if in this ſituation he has 
had ſome perception of the power and will of Chriſt to ſave every 
one that comes to him; if he has believed on the Redeemer, and 
been melted into tears of repentance ;| and then, according to 
God's promiſe, has received a i-nſe of pardon, juſtitication, 
and acceptance; and at the fame time had ftrength to riſe up 
and take on him the yoke of Chriſt, and deſire to be that ſer- 
vant whom his Lord, when he comes, ſhall find doing his will; 
if having received grace in regeneration, he is ſolicitous that 
that his may ve eucreaſed in ſanctification, that he may advance 
unio a perfect ma , to the menſjure ef the ſtatuie of the fulugſs of 
Cbriſi &; then 4 think he us clothed with falvation ; becauſe 
it is with him as it was with Joſhua the high prieſt, when the 
Angel ald, faxe away the plthy garments from bim; and to him, 
behold I hav caryia thy iniquiry 16 pajs frem thee, aud Iwill close 


tte N 10 chu. = YAN |}. J hole m:ntiicrs who ſha e in 


the blelunge uf faivation ar Ciotned therewith for themieives ; 
that is, tor heir we preſent peace and future welfare; and 
the; are moſt likely to bi cioth-d with this tor the benefit of 


others ; th, Wie ake pea, to ihemiferves, and to their doctrine, 
77 - ; 5 
Fdli not only be D HE JOLDUCSS but, as inhruments, ma alje 


Jave 
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fave them that hear them [B]. And again it is faid, the hu 
man that laboureth muſt firſt be partaker of the fruits [c]; that is, 
he muſt have ſeed to caſt into the earth; then muſt he reap the 
fruits in the field, and gather them into his barn before he can» 
bring them to market for the benefit of others; it is likewiſe ne- 


ceſſary, that miniſters of the goſpel ſirſt partake in the fruits of 


ſalvation, or have gifts and grace before they can ſo preach the 
unſearchable riches of Chriſt, as thereby to make many rich. . 
2dly, God may be ſaid to clothe his miniſters with ſalvation 
when he gives them a clear underſtanding of the whole buſineſs 
of our redemption by his Son. 
It is one thing for a man to have a knowledge of ſalvation and 
partake of it for his own comfort, and another to have ſuch a 


view hereof as may enable him to ſpeak concerning it tothe edi- 


fication and advantage of others. I apprehend, for this reaſon, 
a man is not likely to be clothed with ſalvation as a miniſter, 
except he has a clear and extenſive knowledge of the ſeveral 
things comprehended in, or connected with this grand affair. 
If miniſters of the goſpel, finding man is in a fallen or ſinful 
ſtate, are convinced from their view of the divine nature, and 
from the ſcriptures of truth, that there is forgi veneſs with God 
that he may be feared ; that with him is plentebus redemption [d]; 
and that Iſrael ſhall be ſaved in the Lord with an everlaſting ſalva- 
tion [e]: If hence they are led to form ſome clear conceptions 
of the purpoſes of God, which, though they are ſovereign, yet 
are perfectly juſt and moſt merciful ;—if they have right ideas 
of the covenant of grace in which the Lord gave many ſons and 
daughters to Jeſus, that, by his incarnation and death, his re- 
ſurrection and interceſſion, he might bring them to glory; Af 
they are bleſſed with clear conceptions relative to the perſon 
and offices of Chriſt, with the various bleflings of grace and 
glory which come by him ;—if they have juſt apprehenfions of 
the myſterious operations ef the Holy Spirit on the hearts of men 
in regeneration and ſanctification ;z—in a word, if they, by the 
ſpirit of the Lord, ſearch all things, yea the deep things of God | f], 
and to them is it given 20 know the myſteries of the kingdom af hea- 
wen [g]; then are they clothed with ſalvation ; becauſe their 
minas are furniſhed, or clothed with clear light and knowledge 

relating to this matter. And it may be hoped, that the ſpirit 
of the Lord is on ſuch, that he hath anninted them to preach the 
go/bel to the poor, and recovering of fight to the blind [H; but if 


miniſters are ignorant, or unaequainted with ſpiritual things, 


they can only be blind leaders of the blind, and what the conſe- 
quence of that will be our Lord has told us [z]. The Apoſtle 
Paul obſerves, that God, who commanded the light to ſhine out 
of darkneſs, had ſhone into the hearts of him and his fellow la- 


bourers, 10 give them the light of the knowledge of his glory in the 
| | face 


5 1 Tim. 4, 16. 2 Tim. 2, 6, d Pſalms 140, 3, 7. i Ifa. 45, 17. 
F 1 Cox, 2, 10. g May, 53, 11. 5 Luke 4, 10, 18. 1 Mat. 15, 14. 
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for of Feſus Chriſt IA]; and Mr. Burkit, on this paſſage, perti- 
tinently ſays, Miniſters muſt know Chriſt themſelves before 
* they can make him known to others; Chriſt muſt be revealed 
* in them, before he can be revealed by them ; he muſt ſhine into 
cc their hearts by his Holy Spirit, and give them an experimental | 
« acquaintance in their own ſouls, with what they deliver, and 
4 make known to others, Every truth ought to be the tran- 
4 ſcript of our own experience, and be preached firſt to our 
hearts, and then to our hearers. Who can ſavingly enlighten 
4 others, that is in the darkneſs of ignorance or fin himſelf ?”” 
3dly, Miniſters may be ſaid to be clothed according to the 
promiſe in the text, not only when their minds are furniſhed 
with knowledge of ſalvation, but when this is frequently the 
ſu ject of their diſcourſes. 

If men who are rulers in the chriſtian church have a clear 
knowledge of ſalvation by Jeſus, doubtleſs they will endeavour 
to communicate this to others, that they may make maniſeſt the 
ſavour of his knowledge in every place [I]; that their mouths may be 
a well of life Im], and their lips ou many [n]. Out of the abund- 
ance of the heart the mouth ſpeaketh ; and if minifters in their 
hearts have abundance of knowledge of, and faith in, Jeſus, 
they will doubtleſs ſhew this by the nature of their public ſer- 
vices: therefore if men are continually entertaining their hearers 
with diſcourſes on the divine perfections; the works of crea- 
tion and providence ; the nature and fitneſs of things ; and the 
difference between moral good and evil ; but ſay little or no- 
thing of Chriſt, and his ſalvation, there is room to ſuſ- 
pect that either they don't 4zow Chriſt, or do not belieue 
an him. The Apoſtle Paul ſays, we aljo believe and therefore 
' ſpeak [o]; and John ſays, that which wwe have ſeen and heard (of 
Chriſt) declare we unto you p]. Agreeable to this, if miniſters 
of the goſpel often ſpeak to men of their polluted, weak and 
Joſt eſtate as ſinners ; informing them they have deſtroyed them- 
ſelves, but in God is their help found, becauſe he hath raiſed 
up for them an Horn of /alva'ion in the houſe of his ſervant Da- 
wid [q] ; if preachers often enlarge on the glorious characters of 
Jeſus, as a prophet and prieſt ; as a king and ſaviour; as a 
phyſician and advocate; as a judge, and yet a friend; then 
are they meſſengers, whoſe feet are beautiful on the mountains, 
' becauſe they bring good tydings of good, publiſh ſalvalion, and ſay 
vo Zion that her God reigneth[r]. If miniſters endeavour to per- 
' ſuade men to leave every refuge of lyes, and come to Jeſus as 
to an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempeſt, as 
' rivers of water in a dry place, and as the ſhadow of a great rock 

in aweary land [s]; if when they point out to men their duty, 

and charge them to be careful to maintain good works, they -— 
r 
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. 2 Cor. 4, 13. p 1 John 1, 3. 2 Luke 1, 6g. &r Ia. 52, 7. ſas. 
32% 2. 5 . 


5 
rect them to ſeek both ſtrength and acceptance through the Son 
of God's love; if their ears be open morning by morning to 
receive inſtruction from the ſpirit of God, that they may #noww 
how to fpeak a word in ſeaſon to him that is weary t]; and it is 
their conſtant care that the Lord Jeſus be lifted up in the chriſ- 
tian church, as the ſerpent was in the deſart; then may it be 
Kid of them as it was of Paul and his companions, theſe men are 
the ſervants of the Mojt High God, which ſhew unto us the way of 
ſalwation [u]. | | 
4thly, Goſpel- miniſters may be ſaid to be clothed with ſalva- 
tion when God renders their miniftry ſucceſsful to the conver- 
ſion of finners, and edification of ſaints, fo that they are the 
ſpiritual fathers of many in Chriſt Jeſus. | | 
As the goſpel of God's grace is given not only to inſtruct, 
civilize and reform mankind, but to change them from death to 
life, from darkneſs to light, and then build them up in holineſs 
and comfort; ſo when theſe ends are anſwered, then I apprehend 
they who diſpenſe the word and ordinances of Chriſt are clothed 
with ſalvation in the moſt effectual and deſirable way.—If by | 
their m'niltry men are convinced of ſin, righteouſneſs and judp= 1 
meat, ſo that they receive Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and walkin 
on in him, the conſolations of God are many, and great to their 
ſouls, then are miniſters clothed with robes of ſalvation. Thus 
Peter and the other Apoſtles were clothed on the day of Pente- 
coſt, when many were pricked to the heart, and three thouſand ö 
ſouls were added to the Lord (v; and thus did God honour 
them afterward in a variety of inſtances, when a great number EO 
both of the Jews and the Gentiles became obedient to the faith; | 
fer the word of God encreaſed, and the number of the diſciples multiplied 
greatly (a. After this manner Gcd clothes his miniſters now, 
when he makes them Boanerge/es, er Sons of Thunder (x), to 
awaken ſinners, fo that the wicked and diſobedient are tuned 
to the wiſdom of the juſt; and many being born from above, 
are eſpouſed to Chriſt Jeſus as a chaſte virgin to one huſband. 
Thus the Lord honours his miniſters again when he makes them 
Barnabaſes, or Sons of Conſolation (y) to the ſaints, that they 
who had mourned in Zion may be joyful in their God. If in 
preaching the goſpel the arm of the Lord is revealed (x), fo chat 
men believe the report made to them; and are brought out of 
the kingdom of Satan into that of God's dear Son; if miniſters 
do not ſtretch out their hands all the day long to a wicked and 
gain-ſaying people, bur ſee of the travail of their ſouls and be 
delighted theie-ith ; if they are uſeful not only in planting, 
but watering, becauic in both reipects God gives an encreale z 
then are they clothed with julvation. | 
5thly, And finally, then will be ſo at the great day of ac- 
count; for if all faichful and holy perſons ſhall then be in the 


compleat 
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compleat enjoy ment of ſalvation, and aualſ <uith God in white (a) 
robes above; ſurely this will be the caſe of good miniſters, who 
have not only believed in Chrift themſelves, but have been in- 
ſtrumental to the faith and holineſs of others. And if there be 
degrees in glory, may we not {| uppoſe that they Who exceeded 
others in krowledge and faith, in holineſs and uſefulneſs in 
this world, ſhall have ſome diſtinguiſhing honours in that which 
is come? The Lord will not forget the labours they have gone 
through, and the difficulties they have ſuſtained for his ſake; 
but will own them as thoſe who were ambaſſadors in his king- 
dom, and heralds of his grace ; he will admit them to draw 
near, and to ſay to him, Lo here are we, and he children thou 
has given (b) to us; then will he ſay, well done, good and 2 
ful ſervants, enter ye into the ey of your Lord (c). Will he not 
add, you have been wite to win fouls, and now fall ye fhine 
as the brightneſs of the firmament; you have turned many to righte- 
 euſneſs, and now ſhall ye be as the ſtars for ever and ever (c); T us 
ſhould encourage good miniſters to igt the good fight, to fu 
their courſe, and keep the faith; as there is laid up for them 4 
crown of righteouſneſs which the Lord the righteous Judge fall give 
them at that day (d). 1»; 8 | 7 2 
III. I am to deſcribe or conſider the Saints of Zion, and their 
ſhouting for joy.—Her /aznts, or pious ones, ſhall ſhout, &c. 
for the word here uſed ſignifies. /azr!s or godly perſons; and J 
apprehend they are, of this character, | 


r 
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Who from above have received a principle of ſpiritual life 
or holineſs in regeneration, which is advanced, and ſtrengthened 
in ſanctiſication. 5 . 

5 Man being at firſt created in the image of God, muſt there- 
* fore have been holy, but he is not ſo by nature ſince the fall; 
3 for which cauſe, in order to his being truly holy, he muſt be 
. born not of blood, nor of the will of man, but of God (e). For in 
this regeneration, or new birch, a principle of ſpiritual life or 
holineſs is imparted ; whence it is ſaid, <vhoſoever is born of God 
dot not commit fin, for his ſced remaineth in him (); by which 
ſeed J underſtand a principle of holineſs, in conſequence of 
which, perſons ſee the evil of ſinful practices, repent of, and 
forſake them. Thus the Apoſtle, ipeaking to the Corinthians, 
of great ſinners, ſays, and ſuch avere ſome of you, but ye are waſhed, 
but ye are ſanclifſed, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpi- 
mit of our God | g |. Tho” a principle of ſpiritual life be received 
at pnce, yet the growth or advancement of it is gradual ; hence 
we read of growing in grace [HH, aud of putting off the old man 
ao is Corrupt! according to the dect ful luſfi, du putting on the 
new mon, xh afier God, is created in rightcouſrrefs and true ho- 


lines [#] . 
3 


5 : 
e 


T's. ” * . * «7 * 4 2 2 * LI, * 
> 9 
CE — — —ũ—ä— — — - , 2 — — 
- —ͤ — — — — — — 5 ws 


= 2 


They 


. 1 3 X 
| = Keve 26 44 # 1fa.8, 18. c Mat.'25,21, c Dan, 1 3. d 2 Tim. 
| | 4 7> s. etjqn 1,13. / 1 John 3,9. g f Cor. 6, it. 2 Peter 3, 18. 
| | S605. 4, 24, $4- 

4 


1 — 
They who have received a principle of grace will find in 
themſelves holy affections and e or deſires of a ſanc- 
tified nature, which before they were ſtrangers to. Though the 
carnal, mind is * againſt God, yet when the mind is be- 
come ſpiritual, men love God, and that as an holy being; they 
who before ſaid, abe have loved ſtrangers, and after them will aue 
go [, then find their heart is fixed, fixed [I] on God, more than 
on the riches and pleaſures of this world. The out-goings of 
their ſouls are to the Redeemer, and the bleſſings of his grace; 
for they deſire to be holy as he is holy, to have nearneſs of ac- 
ceſs to, and communion with, him. SE 

Good men from the good treaſure of their hearts not only 

have holy affections and thoughts, but put forth holy acts, avoid- 
ing whatever tends to defile the body or the mind ; and on the 
other hand, delighting in prayer, reading, and meditation in 
ſecret, -in the word and ordinances of God, and the ſociety of 
good men in public; thus defiring that holineſs may advance 
in their hearts, and be found in all the actions of their lives.— 
Zion's ſaints deſire they may be builded together for an habitation 

of God through the ſpirit Im]; or that they may be holy as the tem- 
ple of God, and his ſpirit dwell in them u]. They delight in the 
preſence, counſels, and ſanctifying influences of the Holy Spi- 
rit ; therefore take heed that they grieve him not; hence David 
was in great anxiety of mind after he had ofeaded God in the 
matter of Uriah, and ſays, caj# aue not axvay from thy preſence, and 
fake not thy holy ſpirit from mg [o] —In a word, they that are 
really ſaints, groan under the remains of fin which dzvelleth in 
them [p], and pant after perfect holineſs, which in the end 
they will attain z when they ſrrall be preſented to God holy and 
unblameable, and unreproveably in his fight [q, a glorious church 
ot having ſpot or wrinkle, or auy ſuch thing [r]. | 
Theſe Holy Ones are called Zion's ſaints, becaufe it is likely 
they were born in her; or here they were quickened and made 
{piritually alive. God has many ways of approaching the minds 
of men; of bringing them to ſeriouſneſs of thought, and of 
faſtening conviction on them ; but he generally does this by 
rendering the word preached in Ziou, quick, and poxverſul, and 
ſharper than any two edged fwerd| / | ; that the ſinner may hereby 
be wounded to ſuch a degree as to have noreft, till he comes to 
Jeſus as a phyſician, who promites refreſhment to them that are 
heavy laden with a ſenſe of their ſins [7]. The Apoſtle ſays, 
Teruſalem which now is, is in bonduge- with ber children ; but 
Feruſalem which is above, is zee, which is the mother of us all u]; 
that is, the city of Feru/alea: in the Apoſtle's time was in bon- 
dage to the Romans, as it no is to the Turks; but the church, 
by a figure called Ter/alem, is above, that is, from above, or 
es 2 | | of 
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compleat enjoyment of ſalvation, and auall abith God in white (a) 
robes above; ſurely this will be the caſe of good miniſters, who 


have not only believed in Chriſt themſelves, but have been in- 


ſtrumental to the faith and holineſs of others. And if there be 


degrees in glory, may we not ſuppoſe that they who, exceeded 
others in krowledge and faith, in holineſs and uſefulneſs in 


this world, ſhall have ſome diſtinguiſhing honours in that which 
is come ? The Lord will not forget the labours they have Zone 
ſake; 

but will own them as thoſe who were ambaſſadors in his king- 
dom, and heralds of his grace ; he will admit them to draw 
near, and to ſay to him, Lo here are we, and the children thou 
has given (5) to us; then will he ſay, well done, good and j aith- 
fel jervants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord (c). Will he not 
add, you have been wiſe to win ſouls, and now /hall ye ſhine 
as the brightneſs of the firmament; you have turned many to 455. 
18 


ſhould encourage good miniſters to fight the good fight, to finiſh 


their courſe, and keep the faith; as there is laid up for them a 


crown of righteouſneſs which the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall give 
them at that day (d). 5 | 1 

III. I am to deſcribe or conſider the Saints of Zion, and their 
ſnouting for joy. Her /aints, or pious ones, ſhall ſhout, &c. 
for the word here uſed ſignifies /azn!s or godly perſons ; and E 
apprehend they are, of this character, | 


ov . 


Who from above have received a principle of ſpiritual life: 
or holineſs in regeneration, which is advanced, and 1 rengthened 
in ſanctiſication. | | LEE CE 

Man being at firſt created in the image of God, muſt there- 
fore have been holy, but he is not ſo by nature ſince the fall; 

for which cauſe, in order to his being truly holy, he muſt be 


. born not of blood, nor of the avill of man, but of God (e). For in 
this regeneration, or new birth, a principle of ſpiritual life or 


holineſs is imparted ; whence it is ſaid, avhoſoever is born of God 


- Hoth nat commit ſin, for his ſeed remaineth in him ( F) 3 by which 
ſeed I underſtand a principle of holineſs, in conſequence of 


which, perſons ſee the cvil of ſinful practices, repent of, and 
forſake them. Thus the Apolile, ipeaking to the Corinthians, 
of great ſinners, ſays, ard /uch avere ſome of you, but ye are waſhcd, 
but ye are ſanctiſed, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpi- 
rit of our God | g |. "Tho a principle of ſpiritual life be received 
at once, yet the growth or advancement of it is gradual ; hence 
we read of growing in grace [O, aud of putting off the old. man 
evhich is corrupt according to the dect ful luſfs, aid putting on the 
new many æuhich afier God, is created in rightcoufne/s and true ho- 
lineſs [i]. | 
They 
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They who have received a E of grace will find in 
themſelves holy affections and thoughts, or deſires of a ſanc- 
tified nature, which before they were ſtrangers to. Though the 
carnal mind is 2 againſt God, yet when the mind is be- 
come ſpiritual, men love God, and that as an holy being; they 
who before ſaid, awe have loved ſtrangers, and after them will we 
go [A], then find their Heart is fixed, fixed [I] on God, more than 
on the riches and pleaſures of this world. The out-goings of 
their ſouls are to the Redeemer, and the bleſſings of his grace; 
for they defire to be holy as he is holy, to have nearneſs of ac- 
ceſs to, and communion with, him. 5 8 
Good men from the good treaſure of their hearts not only 
have holy affections and thoughts, but put forth holy acts, avoid- 
ing whatever tends to defile the body or the mind; and on the 
other hand, delighting in prayer, reading, and meditation in 
ſecret, in the word and ordinances of God, and the ſociety of 
good men in public; thus deſiring that holineſs may advance 
in their hearts, and be found in all the actiors of their lives. 
Zion's ſaints deſire they may be builded together for an habitation 
of God through the ſpirit Im]; or that they may be holy as the tem- 
ple of God, and his ſpirit dwell in them u]. They delight in the 
prelence, counſels, and ſanctifying influences of the Holy Spi- 
rit; therefore take heed that they grieve him not; hence David 
was in great anxiety of mind after he had offended God in the 
matter of Uriah, and ſays, caſt aue not away from thy preſence, aud 
fake not thy holy ſpirit from mg [ —In a word, they that are 
really ſaints, groan under the remains of fin which dzvelleth in 
them [p], and pant after perfect holineſs, which in the end 
they will attain z when they {r:all be preſented to God holy and 
unblameable, and unreproveably in his fight [g, a glorious church 
uot having ſpot or wrinkle, or auy ſuch thing [r]. | 
Theſe Holy Ones are called Zion's ſaints, becaufe it is likely 
they were born in her; or here they were quicxened and made 
{piritually alive. God has many ways of approaching the minds 
of men; of bringing them to ſeriouſneſs of thought, and of 
faſtening conviction on them; but he generally does this by 
rendering the word preached in Zo, quick, aud powerful, and 
ſharper than any tæuo edged fwerd| / | ; that the finner may hereby 
be wounded to ſuch a degree as to have no reſt, till he comes to 
Jeſus as a phyſician, who promiſes refreſhment to them that are 
heavy laden with a ſenſe of their fins [J. The Apoſtle ſays, 
Terujalem which now is, is an bonauge with ber children ; but 
TFeruſalem which is above, is j ee, vieh is the mother of us all [us 3 
that is, the city of Feruſaleui in the Apoſtle's time was in bon- 
dage to the Romans, as it naw is to the Turks; but the church, 
by a figure called Tery/alem, is above, that is, from above, or 
| 85 * 2 of 
* Jer. 2, 25. J Pal. 67,7. * Eph. 2, 22. 2 1 Cor. 3, 16. „ Pial. 51, 
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df an heavenly nature; they who belong to it are from above, 
and /cek things above, where Chrift fitteth on the right hand of 
God \(o) ; 25 this church or Feruſalem is free, being made ſo by 
the blood of Chriſt, and the ſpirit of God; and zs the mother of 
us all, becauſe the goſpel went out from Feru/alem, and from 
the church there to convert Fews and Gentiles; and becauſe, 
by the word diſenſed in the church, men are now generally 
wrought on. Hence we read of Zion, it ſball be ſaid, the Lord 
ſpall count when he writeth up the people, this, and that man was 
born in her (ao); and they who are thus born are called the 
fons and daughters of Zion, when fhe is to nurſe at her fide (x) 3 
that is, with the word and ordinances of God. 
They who are truly holy, or have been born in Zion, give 
themſelves to her, for having with the heart be/zewed to righte- 
onſneſ5,uith the mouth they make confe{ſicn to ſalyation y); thus they 
give themfetves firſt to God, and then to his church or people by his 
@vill (z). And this they do that they may partake in the ſo- 
lemn ſervices of Zion, walking in all the commandments and or- 
dinuncts of the Lord blameleſs (a). They love to dwell in the houſe 
of God all the days of their life, to behold his beauty, and enguire 
in his temple (a). Tney think it their duty to be companions of 
Zion while ſhe is in the wilderneſs; and not to forfake her in 
times of proſperity or adverſity ; of peace, or perſecution ; but 
ſtediaitly cleave to her as Ruth did to Naomi (2). Becauſe of 
their love to the church, they ſympathize with her in every 
circumſtance of joy, or ſorrow ; readily take a ſhare in her 
burdens and difficulties, both in their perſons, and with their 
earthly ſubſtance yielding all the aſſiſtance they can; for as 
ſoon may their right hand forget its cunning as they forget Feru- 
falem (c). They, therefore, pray for the peace of Zion, for 
they are the Lord's remembrancers, who put him in mind of 
his promiſe, and that with ſo much importunity, that they hold 
not their peace day nor night, and give God 20 reſt, until he eſt a- 
bliſh and until he make Feruſalem a praije in the carth (c). The per- 
ſons I am ſpeaking of may be called Zion's ſaints to denote 
the reality of their holineſs ; that they are not like the Phariſees 
of old, each of whom ſaid, I am holier than thou; yet God de- 
clares they were a ſmoke in his noſe all the day (d); but Zion's 
ſaints differ from theſe, as the wheat does from the chaff ; for 
they are like Nathaniel, Jraelites indeed in whom is no guile (e). 
As theſe ſhare in the ſorrows, ſc in the joys of Zion; therefore 
it is ſaid in the text,  wz/l clothe Her prieſts with ſalvation, and 
her ſaints ſhall ſhout aloud for joy. | 

You may obſerve there is ſomething emphatic or forcible in the 
words of the text; which intimate, that when the ſaints ſaw 
God had clothed their miniſters with ſalvation, as with a gar- 


ment, 


1 Col. 3, 1. 2 Pſal. 87, 5, 6. „ Iſa. 60, 4. y Rom. 10, 10, & 2 Cor, 
8, 5. a Luke 1, 6. a Pſal. 27, 4. 5 Ruth. 1, 16. c Plal. 137, 5. c Iſa, 62, 
6, 7. 4e Iſa. 65, 5. e John 1, 47, | 
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ment, then would they exclaim, or cry out, as men affected 
with great delight; they would exult with exulting *. Shout 
with ſhouting, or as it is here ſhout aloud for joy. Perhaps 
here is an alluſion to what happened in /-ael at the year of Ju- 
bilee, the approach of which was notified by the ſhouting, or 
ſounding of ram's horns ( 5 ); as this was a time of liberty and 
Joy, it was typical of the goſpel-diſpenſation and its bleflings, 
on account of which good men were to ſhout for joy. When 
Solomon founded the firſt temple, there was not only a ſhouting 
with trumpets and other mutical inſtruments, but alſo with hu- 
man voices in prayer and praiſes to God (g). When Zerub- 
babel founded the ſecond temple, many of the people who 
remembered the riches and glory of Solomon's temple, er 
evith a loud voice; while the young men who had not ſeen the 
firſt temple ſhouted aloud for joy (h) : but they lifted up their 
voices withmore harmony when Zerubbabel finiſhed his temple, 
and brought forth the headſtone thereof with ſnoutings; both 
he and the people crying, Grace, grace unto it (i). And when 
good men ſee that the Lord builds the temple, or goſpel-church, 
they readily conſent that he ud bear the glory thereof (H), ſay- 
ing by grace are we ſaved (I); and when they ſee their mini- 
ſters inſtruments of bringing home this ſalvation to many whe 
were ready to periſh, they cannot but praiſe God witha loud voice. 

They will do this, eſpecially when they are ſenſible or fully 
ſatisfied of their own converſion from ſin, and reconciliation to 
God ; when they ſee that they are redeemed from the curſe of 
the law, and made partakers of the liberty of the children of 
God; for then they who have /own in tears will reap in joy; thus 
the jailor rejoiced, believing in God with all his houſe [m]. When 
Philip preached the goſpel] with ſucceſs at Samaria, we read, 
there was great joy in that city; every one whole underſtandin 
was enlightened ſo as to receive the truth, and embrace Chriſt, 
had caule of joy both on his own account, and that of his fel» 
low citizens, who believed on the Lord. 3 

Good men will be joyous in the Lord, when they find them- 
ſelves advance in knowledge, faith, and holineſs, comfort and 
ſtability; ⁊bhen going from ſtrength to ftrength every one of them 
in Zion appeareth before God [u]. N 1 

Joy will abound in the minds of good men, when they not 
only haye ſatisfaction touching their own ſpiritual eſtate, but 
ſee others, and that in great numbers, converted to the Lord ; 
when they perceive that God is accompliſhing the number of 
his ele& among the Gentiles, giving his ſon the heathen for his 
znheritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for his poſſeſ- 
ſion [o]; that he is alſo bringing in the fulneſs of the Jews, 
that they who are now a people peeled and ſcattered of the 
Lord, may become a people gathered to him, and great be ths 
day of Fexreel [p]. Then, ſays the prophet to the church, ſhalt 


thou 


So the Septuagint and Montanus. F Lev. 25, 9. g 2 Chron. 5, 13. 
5 Ezra 3, 12. i Zech 4, 7. 1 Zech 6, 13. 1 Eph, 2, 5. m Acts 16, 94. 
n Plal, 84, 7. o Plal, 2,8, p Hoſea 1, 11. 
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| Bot err and, flow: together, thine heart ſhall flax, and be enlarged; 
it. ſhall be affected with awe and amazement at what comes to 

| . yet ſhall it, be enlarged. with joy and gratitude; he adds, 
Leratzſt the, abundance. of the ſea ſhall be converted unto thee, the 

ces of the; Gentiles ſhall come unto thee [g]. : 

Zion ; ſaints will praiſe the Lord not only when men are con- 
verted to truth and holineſs, and churches encreaſe in their 
number. of members; but when they are well ſupplied with 
s and deacons, and the fabernacles of: God are amiable by 

| regem of brethren dwelling together in unity [r]; when churches 
are neither rent by faction, and divifion within; nor oppreſſed 
and vexed with perſecution without, but it is with them as it 
was with the churches, of Judea, Galilee, and Samarta, which 
are {aid to have had ref, and were edified, and walking in the 
fear of the Lord, and in the comfort cf the Holy Ghoſt avere multi- 
glied IV]: then will good men ſhout for joy.—This they may 
do in youth, and in riper years, in old age, and in the views 
of death itſelf; after the Lord has done great things for them, 
and they have ſeen the gathering of the people to Shiloh; then 
may they ſay, now, Lord, letteft thou thy ſervants depart in peace, 
for our eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation [u]; then may they ſhout as 


1 1 they who know their difficulties are over; and as warriors who 
Fl | are about to put the harneſs oif when the battle has been faught 
| [ with ſucceſs. Finally, taus will good men rejoice in the day of 
Y | the Lord, when all Z1on's ſaints, or the whole number of 


faithful and holy perſons that have been in the world ſhall be 
Li. aflembled ; when the miniſters and people of Chriſt ſhall ap- 
| pear, and God ſhall clothe them both with robes of ſalvation in 
| 


: 
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a degree inconceivably ſuperior to what may be expected on 
this ſide the grave and eternity. When the whole number of 
ſaints, and martyrs, or all the redeemed of the Lord from among 
the tribes and kingdoms of this world ſhall be raiſed and brought 
together; will not the Lord their God be abith them, and the 
. ſhout of a king be among them [lu]? When the whole army of 
Gog and Magog, with Satan at the head of them, ſhall be fub- 
dued, and caſt into the bottomleſs pit [ſv]; fall not the ran- 
fomed of the Lord then return and come with foags, and everlaſting 
Joy upon their bead; ſhall they nat obtain joy, aud gladyeſs ; and 
ſorrow, and ſighin g fice away(w]? But I am i 
IV. To conclude with improvement; and | 
iſt,'If I have truly deſcribed Zion's miniſters, then they 
who preach the goſpel, and are Elders or Rulers in the chril- 
tian church, ought to examine themſelves by the Characteriſtics, 
or marks given, that they may diſcern whether they are, or 
are not ſuch miniſters as are deſigned in the text. They ſhould 
aſk themſelves whether they have reaſon to believe God has 
«qualified them for the miniſtry, and put them iato it. Though 
1t 
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it cannot be thought that the abilities of all miniſters muſt ne 


exactly of one, and the ſame degree; yet grace and ſome good $2 


meaſure of gifts both of a natural and ſpiritual kind, are ne- 
ceſſary to the character of an able or uſe ful miniſterof the New 
"Teſtament, becauſe he is to be a her bf men, Which requires 
both {ki1Fand patience. They who preach the goſpel ſhould ex- 
amine whether by good life and doctrine xhey had given ſuffici- 
'cient proof of their miſſion from God before they defired to be 
admitted into the ſtated ſervice of his church; "they ſhouid en- 
quire from what views they aſpfred to ſacred offices, and whe- 
ther, ſince their admiſſion into them, they fadied to ſhea them- 
elves approved" unto God, tuorꝶmen that need nbt to be aſbamed, 

rightly dividing the word of truib x} ; and endeavouring to be 
pure from the blood 75 all men [y J. Finally, they ſhould af 
whether by prayer they have ſought the aid of God's ſpi- 


- 


rit, with his F and have endeavoured 
inſtructions by a good example that the mi- 


to fupport all their 
niſtry be not blamed (=). If miniſters are conſcious of defects in 
theſe things, they have cauſe of humiliation ; but if their con- 
"ſciences bear witneſs in their favour, then have they cauſe to 
thank the Lord who has made, or counted them faithful, and put 
them into the miniſtry (a). | 
2adly, If God promiſes to clothe miniſters of the goſpel with 
- ſalvation, and this be a matter of great moment, then it con- 
* cerns them to enquire how far this promiſe has, orhas not 
been fulfilled to them. 


' Conſidering what is ſaid in the text, may we not ſuppoſe 


that they who miniſter in facred things ſhould enquire whether 
or not they have been thus clothed ; whether they have been 
inſtrumental to awaken ſinners, alſo to comfort and build up 
ſaints; whether ſome who are living, and others that are now 
dead, are the ſeals of their miniſtry, or evidences of its ſuc- 
ceſs? If to this enquiry ſome who are in the miniſtry anſwer, 


« we don't know whether we have been clothed with ſalvation .. 


% or not; or if we have, it has been in a very ſmall degree: 

to ſuch I would ſay, let us enquire into the cauſe of this: 

Have your views in the miniſtry been wrong, or too ſelfiſh ? 

Have you been animated more in this affair by a refpe& to your 
own temporal advantage, than by a regard to the glory of God, 

and the good of men? Has a want of holineſs and dependence 

on the Lord provoked him to blaſt your endeavours ; or have 

you not gifts ſuited to edification ? One would think every man 
that is qualified for the miniſtry ſhould, in a greater or leſs de- 

gree, be an inſtrument of ſalvation to others; and that if he is 
not ſo, ſomething particular muſt be the cauſe of this; which 
cauſe perſons ſhould ſeriouſly and ſtrictly enquire into. 

But as to the miniſters or paſtors, who can ſay the promiſe in 

the text has been fulfilled to them, or that ever iince they have 

entered 


* 2 Tim. 2, 15. y Acts 20, 26, & 2 Cor. 6, 3. @ 1 Tim. 1, 12s 
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( 28 ) 
Entered into the ſervice of Zion they have been uſeful to ſaints 
and ſinners ; theſe miniſters ought to fall down and bleſs God, 
ul has uſed them as inſtruments in his hand to gather toge- 
ther into one kingdom, and fold the children of God that were 
feattered abroad (b). If any preachers ſay we have not been ſo 
uſeful as we deſired, and are often diſcouraged on this account. 
To this I anſwer, you ought then to pray to the Lord, and wait 
longer on him; for he knows beft at what time to crown the 
.endeavours of his ſervants with ſucceſs. When Peter and his 
companions had toiled all night in fiſhing, and caught nothing, 
the Lord appears in the morning, and directs them where to 
incloſe a large draught ; ſo it may be with you; for ſome mi- 
niſters are ſoon honoured with ſucceſs, while others toil, and 
wait long before they are viſited with this bleſſing. You can- 
not clothe yourſelves with ſalvation, but God can, and he has 
ſaid he will do it; this ſhould encourage you to perſiſt in your 
office, and look to him for ſucceſs. Indulge not any thing in 
our heart, or life, which is offenſive to the Lord; but pray 
that the Holy Spirit may both ſanctify you, and bleſs your la- 
bours. See that you fall not into deſpondence, but recollecting 
your ſufficiency is of God (c), and that even Paul and Apollos, after 
their labours in the vineyard found the encreaſe was of the Lord ; 
be ye hence encouraged to perfiſt in the faithful and diligent 
diſcharge of your duty, hoping it will ſome time be productive 
of good effects. And after all, if you are not ſucceſsful in your 
endeavours, yet if you are faithful therein, you will be unto 
God a fwveet ſawour of Chriſt in them that are ſaved, and in them 
that periſh(f). Though Iſrael be not gathered, (as you defire) yer 
ſhall you be glorious in the eyes of the Lord, and your God ſhall be 
your ſtrength (g) | | | 
zdiy, If God ſays he will clothe Zion's miniſters with ſalva- 
tion, then it is to be conſidered how great a matter he pro- 
miſes, namely, that miniſters leading a faithful and holy life 
ſhall be ſaved by the Redeemer; and not only ſo, but diligently 
executing their office, they ſhall be inſtrumental to the ſalvation 
of other men; now this is ſomething very great, becauſe next 
to having the robes of ſanciification and righteouineſs neceſſary 
to a man's own happineſs, it is moſt defirable to be inſtrumen- 
tal to the welfare of others; or, as in the text, 70 be clothed with 
ſalvation. This is more than if God ſhould ſay, I will clothe 
you with gold and ſilver; or I will give you numerous families, 
and large revenues to ſupport, and provide for them. It is 
more than if he ſhould ſay, Iwill gird you with enſigns of roy- 
alty, or with the ſupreme power of kingdoms. 'To have the 
mind clothed, or endowed with a knowledge of the various 
powers of plants and minerals; or of ſimple and compound me- 
dicines; ſo as to be qualified to contribute to the health of men's 
bodies is great; but to be clothed with falvation, ſo as to con- 
tribute 


3 Jobn 27, 52. c 2 Cor. 3, 5. F 2 Cor. 2, 15. g IIa. 49, 5. 
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Tribute to the eternal welfare of mens ſouls, is inexpreſſibly : 
greater. Angels may rejoice at the converſion of ſinners, _ 


cannot promote it as good miniſters do; becauſe God has lod 
the treaſure of his goſpel not in heavenly veſſels, an angels, 


them which he has not on the angels of heaven; 


it may here be eonveniently noted, that the prieſts under the 
law had a peculiar dreſs; the high prieſt ef pecially had robes. 


for beauty, and glory; the matter of which was precious, con- 
ſiſting of gold and fine linen interwoven ; the colours were 
beautiful, blue, purple and ſcarlet. Aaron and his ſons had a 
broidered coat, over which was the Ephod, with ti e robe there- 
of; on the breaſt of the Ephod was a plate of gold in which 
were precious ſtones, and on them engraven the names of the 
tribes of Iſrael ; a curious girdle bound or faſtened the ephod 
to the prieſts body; and on his head he wore a mitre, on the 


front of which was a crown or plate of gold, with the inſcrip+. 


tion above-mentioned. When the Jewiſh high prieft appened 
to be a goodly perſon, I think he muſt, in his ſacerdotal b 

Ariſtobulus, a young man about eighteen years of age, tall and 
lovely in perſon, and the laſt of the Haſmonean family that was 
in the prieit's office; when he went to che altar in his poxtifical 
robes, ſo affected the Fews with admiration, that they ut.ered 
many good wiſhes and acclamations on his account; which to 
moved the envy and jealouſy of Herod, that he ſoon after cauſed 
the young man to be MY as put to death *: The ſame 


author tells us that when Alexander the Great came from the. 


ſiege of Tyre toward Jeruſalem, he was met by Jaddus the 
High Prieſt, in his purple robe embroidefed with gold, his mitre 
on his head, and a golden plate on the front of it, with the 
name of GOD engraven thereon ; the majeſty of which ſpec- 
tacle ſo affected the king with awe, that advancing he adored 
the ſacred inſcription, and faluted the high prieſt himſelf, to the 
no ſmall admiration of his royal and noble attendants f. How- 


ever grand the dreſs of the high prieſt was; and though under 
the law it was deſigned to aniwer ſome good purpoſes ; yet at 
the death of Jeſus it was done away, as being no longer of any 


uſe, and not ſuiting the ſimplicity of the chriſtian diſpenſation ; 
and the miniſters of Chrift need not regret the loſs of it, be- 
cauſe the Lord ſtill promiſes to clothe them with ſal ation, which 
they ſhould attend to without ſtudying pomp of dreſs of any 
kind; for though a coſtly dreſs my command the awe of on 
people, vet it makes no real addition to the worth of the man, 
BER nor 

2 2 Cor. 4, 7. * Jewiſh Antiq. Lib. 15,cap. 3. f Ibidem Lib. it, cap. 
$: Alexander told Parmenio the reaſon of his ſhewing ſo much reſpect to Jad 
dus was, becauſe while he was in Macedonia, God, in a viſion, appeared to 


him in the dreſs of the high prieſt, and bid him come over to ſubdue the Pers 
Han empire, | 


ut 
in earthen veſſels, an men [g] ; hereby conferring an honour on 
t 


abits- 
make a grand and majeſtic appearance. Joſephus ſays, that 
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nor renders him in any degree the fitter for the perform- 
WM ance of TP ©2545 5,» ne ar ark 
* gthly, If I have rightly deſcribed the faints of Zion, then 
the people, or they who hear the word of God, ſhould conſi- 
der whether or not they are of this character. 
Saints are perſons born of God, having holy affections in 

their hearts, and pure actions in their lives; howbeit it is not 
enough to be ſaints, but we ſhould deſire to be Zion's ſaints; 
that is, give ourſelves to the church, ſympathiſe with, and do 
every thing in our power to aſſiſt her. Some are willing to be 
ſaints, or to partake of faith and holineſs that they may be 
ſaved; but ſo far are they from being Zion's ſaints, that they 
do not give themſelves to any part of the church of Chriſt to 
have communion therewith in its moſt ſolemn ſervices. Others 
become members of churches, but it is only with a view to 
their own good, their edification and comfort; not conſidering, 
that when they join a church, they ſhould have regard to the 
ſtrength and encouragement of it, and be willing to do every 
thing in their power to anſwer theſe ends. It tbo often hap- 
pens that the affairs of a church are left to one or two perſons 
of an active temper, while the other members intereſt them- 
ſelves very little in this buſineſs ; but if we would be Zion's 
ſaints, we ſhould ſtudy to be her ſervants, or put our ſhoulders 
to every work in which ſhe needs our aſſiſtance; that we ma 
not ſeek our own things, ſo as to negle& thoſe of Chriſt, but' 
be ſtedfaſt, unmovable, and always abounding in the work of 
the Lord. The more we are concerned for the welfare of Zion, 
the greater joy ſhall we have in her proſperity, becauſe of which 
her ſaints ſhall ſhout, yea ſhout aloud in this world, and that 
to come. If miniſters are clothed with ſalvation, it is for Zion's 
ſake; and think how happy ſhall the church or ſaints be when 
each of them can ſay in the words of the prophet, I will greatly 
rejoice in the Lord, my foul ſhall be joyful in my God; for he hath 
abel me with the garments of ſalvation, he hath covered me with 
the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bridegroom deciteth himſelf with or-. 
naments, ard as a bride adorneth herſelf with jeavels (H). 

-gthly, And to cloſe the whole; as the promiſe in the text is 
very much ſuited to yield encouragement to minifers, aſſuring 
them, that their endeavours ſhall contribute to the ſalvation of 
> men; and as it is equally adapted to encourage ſaints to attend 
1 the means of grace, n they ſhall ſome time ſhout for joy; 
ſo we may here enquire into the ſpring of it, which is not me- 
rit, neither in the miniſters gor in the ſaints of Zion; but it is 
| the good will of God himſelf, who ci clothe her prieſts with 
1 ſalvation. He will do this from a regard to his own wiſe and 
| ſovereign purpoſes ; from the riches of his grace; from his pro- 
miſes made to Chriſt in the everlaſting covenant ; and from his. 
promiſes made to good men in his word, He wall clothe goſ- 
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; pel-miniſters with ſalvation, becauſe it is for his own honour 


| andthe good of men; and becauſe in this way he does and will 5 


delight to diſplay the abundance of his love to men through a2 
Redeemer, both in the kingdom of grace here,. and of glory 
hereafter. | | a 1 
And now I cannot conclyde this diſcourſe on God's clothing 
his miniſters with ſalvation, and your ſhouting with joy on ac- 
count of it, without putting you in mind of Chrift, by whom 
the ſalvation comes to us. Jeſus is clothed with ſalvation above 
all other prieſts and miniſters ; they are clothed with this as 
they bring tidings of it, but he as one who has wrought it out. 
He is a prieſt, and the great high prieſt, who was made perfect 
through ſufferings, and 1s become the author of eternal ſalvation to 
all them that 1 him (i). When Chriſt was in this world, he 
was clothed with a veſture dipped in blood, or came with dyed gar- 
ments from Bozrah, glorious in his apparel, travelling in the great- 
neſs of his 5 as one who ſpoke in righteouſneſs and mighty 
to ſerve (c); I cloſe, therefore, with the words of the — - 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; ſhout, O daughter of Feru- 
Salem ; behold thy King cometh unto thee, he is juſt, and having 
ſalvation (I). And to Him, with the Father and the Holy Spi- 
rit, be glory now and for evermore. Amen. ” - 


5 Heb, 5, 9. 4 Iſa, 63, 1. J Zech. 9, 9. 
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- BOOKS printed for JOHN ROBINSON, Herſh 


_ down N ew Stairs, Southwark, London. 


HE Doctrine of Union between Chriſt and the Believer ; be- 
ing the ſub/lance of 13 Sermons : wherein are conſidered, 
1ſt, The Nature of this Union. 2d, The Commencement of it. 
3d, What is meant by the Bond, Mean, or Cement thereof. 


And, 4th, The happy Egects or glorious Conſequences of t'is 


Union. Attempting to explain the DoErines, to remove the 
Difficulties which have hitherto attended it, and to anſwer ſome 


Obdjections which may be raiſed againſt the Method herein pur- 
ſued. Together with 


Some Remarks and Improvements interſperſed ſuited to the 
Deſign. 
wm THOMAS TL OS Be 
| Price 25. 04. ſeaved in boards. 


| open Are of Dranoing and Painting in Water Colours: where- 


in the Principles of Drawing are laid down after à natural 
and eaſy Manner, and Youth directed in every thing that re- 
lates to this uſeful Art, according to the Practice of the beſt 
Maſters. To which are annexed, 

Familiar Directions, whereby a Stranger in the Art of Draw- 
Ing may be readily taught to delineate any View or Proſpect 
with the utmoſt exactneſs, of colouring any Print or Drawing i in 
the moſt elegant Manner; and of taking off Medals, &c. in- 
ſtantly, after a Variety of different Ways, never before made 
public; intermixed with curious Receipts for the Uſe of Pain- 
ters, Statuaries, Founders, c. with Inſtructions for Preparing 
mixing and managing all ſorts of Water Colours uſed in Paint. 
ing, ſo as to repreſent Nature in the greateſt Perfection. 

. One Shilling. 


A8 LSO the Art of Drawing in Perſpective, wherein the Doc- 

trine of Perſpective is clearly and conciſely treated of, 
upon geometrical Principles, and a mechanical Method of Per- 
ſpective and Deſigning, invented for the Benefit of ſuch as are 
Strangers to Mathematics, illuſtrated with Variety of Copper- 
plate Figures. To which is added, 

The Art of Painting upon Glaſs and Drawing in Crayons, 
with Directions for making them after the French and Italian 


Manner. Alſo the Art of Etching and Japanning upon Wood, 


Metal, &c. and making the hardeſt and moſt tranſparent Var- 
niſhes, with a Method of caſting Amber in any Form whatever, 
Price Que Shilling. 
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| STRUCTIONS for Children, or the Child "and Youth's £ 


lim; containing the Father's godly advice; aud Gireftiing Paw 


rents in a right and ſpiritual Manner to edueate their Children, 


with a Scripture Catechiſm, wherein all che chief Principles c J 


df true Chriſtianity are clearly opened: Together with: many 
other Things, both pleaſant and uſeful, for the Education of 
Children, Written by BENJAMIN KEACH, © © 


ice 


THE Baptiſt Catechiſm; or, a Brief Inſtruction in the Prin- 
ciples of the Chriſtian Religion, agreeable to the Confel. 
fron of Faith put forth by the Elders and Brethren of "many 
Congregations of Chriftians [baptized upon Profeſſion of thei 
Faith] in London and the Country, owning. the DoQrines of 
perſonal Election and final Perſeverance. Price 24. 
The ſame Book, with the Proofs out of the Seri ure 
Words at length. Price 6l. ä 
i CESS By B. K EAC H. 


A New and beautiful Edition of the Glorious Lover, aglivine 
* Poem, upon the adorable Myſtery of Man's Redemption. 
BY BENJAMIN KE AGH 


Price 39. 


— 2 , | TR M0 " 2 7 
| THE Hiſtory of the Engliſh Baptiſts, From the Reformatibs 
' ta the Beginning of the Reign of King George the Firſt. 
BY THOMAS CROSBY. .- 
In Four Volumes Otavo, _© 
i - An. >» 5 


THE Young Algebraiſt's Companion, or a New and eaſy 

Guide to Algebra: Introduced by the Doctrine of Vul ar 
Fractions. Deſigned for the Uſe of Schools, and ſuch who, 
by their own Application only, would become acquainted with 
the Rudiments of this noble Science. IIluſtrated with Vatiew- 
of numerical and literal Examples, and attempted in natural 
and familiar Dialogues, in order to render the Book ealy 
and diverting to thoſe: who are quite aracquaineed with Frac- 
tions, and Analytic Art, DE RR. 
Ly The Third Edition correttet. 

To which is added, an Appendix on the Rudiments - of Qua« 
dratic Equations, with ſeveral practical Problems, ſetting forth 
the Manner of compleating the Square, and extracting the 
Roots of Powers. Alſo a new and eaſy geometrical Definition 
of the Difference between the ſolid Content of the Cylinder, 
and the Parallelopepid proved by the Pen. 7 

By DANIEL FENN I NG. 
Of the Royal Exchange Aſſurance, 


Price 3 5. 
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